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THE SECRET GARDEN HELD A LOT OF cachet among 10-year-old girls—how
wonderful at that age to imagine a space that was all yours and only yours.
Jeft Cutler of Space2Place isn't in the business of building secret gardens,
but he does appreciate the value of a good surprise. He believes a great out-
door room is one that weaves you along, revealing itself as you go. “There's

DESigﬁ it. an entry sequence,” he explains, “and everything following has its own
Don’t limit yourself to ornamental feel. If you look at Central Park, it's a huge space but it feels very inti-
planting and a patio set in your out- mate too. Things unfold for you as you move through the landscape.”
door room, says landscape architect For this West Vancouver residence, Cutler was working with a grade
Jeft Cutler. Keep it simple, and start change of 54 feet from beginning to end, a challenge that he turned to
designing. his advantage by creating several terraces. Basalt was used in the
Begin by identifying how the space will be design of the house itself, so Cutler brought architectural elements of
used. Before getting too bogged down with the same material into the outdoor rooms. The upper patio is adjacent

the details, develop a conceptual plan organ-

to the house and enclosed on three sides through the use of a laurel
izing your site by the wvarious uses:

hedge and cedar fencing. Here, and with the pool terrace below, Cutler
plays on the Japanese concept of “borrowed landscapes.” The fore-
shore is the ocean, and by framing it on both sides with walls from the
property, the view extends the yard infinitely. It's a secret of its own kind:
the ocean belongs to the viewer during their time on the patio.

Create a sense of enclosure to give the room t h e Co I n e I
a strong spatial definition. This can be cre- :

ated using built structures (such as walls, e
fences, arbours), planting or utilizing
changes in grade.

shade/shelter, play, entertaining, cook-
ingfeating, vegetable garden, landscape fea-
tures or visual backdrop.

Qutdoor rooms are part of the environ-
ment, so use natural challenges to your
advantage. Sun, shade, wind, rain, sound
and grade change can enhance outdoor
rooms by creating microclimates within the
space, extending their use yedr round.

Establish a strong link with the living
spaces of the house. The extension of archi-
tectural elements from the house into the
landscape provides strong visual and phys-
ical connection.

Every site is different. Look at the con-
straints of a site as opportunities, and make

them into features if you can. A steep grade 111

change, for example, can result in a terraced
design. It's always easier, and often times
more creative, to work with your site to come ‘ '-1 G % :",_'
up with interesting and unique solutions.

WESTERN LIVING DESIGNS, BUILDS & RENGOVATES SPRING 2004 THE QOQUTDOORS FPAGE 29



